All About Music San Diego  …  AAMSD
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	


3
AAMSD Policy Agreement
Welcome to All About Music San Diego! This handbook defines the policies of our classes and groups. If you have any questions about what is printed in this handbook – please do not hesitate to contact Mary Gerard.

Policies 
In order to maintain the highest standard of orchestral training, the following procedures and policies have been established as a necessary part of AAMSD. Our goal is to administer a program that is as close as possible to a professional symphony orchestra. By joining AAMSD, you are agreeing to abide by our regulations, understanding that they are in place as vital to the musical excellence and the professionalism for which we strive. 

Auditions and Seat Placement
Membership in the ensembles is determined by an audition following the submission of an application. Audition guidelines are addressed on another page. Musicians will be heard at audition for the Music Director and Staff. Placement as to seating in any section does NOT indicate a musician’s ability, the good of the orchestra as a whole is the primary goal and many times the stronger players are placed where they can help a less advanced player.

Tuition
Tuition is $400 for the Advanced Orchestra. Ms. Newall’s classes are $10 per session paid in advance each month. A 45-minute Technique Class, open to all San Diego musicians, will be part of the Saturday offering of AAMSD. This 45-minute class includes all groups and is included automatically in the Advanced Orchestra tuition fee. General public musicians – adults and young people - are welcomed. The fee for non-members of the orchestra is $40 monthly, paid in advance. 

Need based scholarships are available in a limited supply for all groups. Please speak to Mary Gerard privately for arrangements. Tuition may be paid quarterly or by the semester. Family rates apply in the following amounts: $50 discount for more than one musician in a family. 




Attendance and Citizenship

A professional attitude is required of each musician and is as important as musical excellence. Absences from sectionals and rehearsals are detrimental to the musical progress of the whole orchestra and may be counter productive to your personal development, regardless of how accomplished you may be. Therefore attendance at all rehearsals is required unless prior arrangements have been agreed upon. 

Four (4) absences per Semester are allowed. It is important that every musician and parent check mid-week for the repertoire rehearsal schedule. Please speak with Mary Gerard regarding your absences.

Both parents and students are expected to review AAMSD Website regularly each week to view and respond to emails that may be sent and/or notice of rehearsal or repertoire changes. If you must be absent, contact the Orchestra Secretary,  Michael Herrnstein, bengalfan68@yahoo.com  or Mary Gerard at Marygerard@mac.com as soon as possible. If you know in advance that you will miss a rehearsal, obtain an Absence Slip; fill it out, musician and parent must sign, and turned in as soon as possible. Accumulating more than 3 absences per semester may result in expulsion for the remainder of the semester and non-participation in the scheduled performance. DO NOT come to rehearsal if you are sick! However, you must call Mary Gerard at 619-276-2057.

SAT testing often conflicts with Saturday rehearsals. Please do not schedule an SAT testing date immediately prior to a scheduled Performance. DRESS REHEARSALS ARE MANDATORY!!! Please go through your schedule for the season early on, ask your school Music Directors, Coaches and other Activity Leaders in order to figure out potential conflicts. 

Performances are taken very seriously at AAMSD.  They are a very important part of the members' education and will help to improve their ability to perform in front of an audience.  AAMSD strives for high quality in all programmed performances and every orchestra member is key to achieve this goal.  If an orchestra member cannot participate in a concert, we ask that they try to find someone to fill in their spot.  The substitute could be a professional or an adult or student player of similar abilities but must attend at least two rehearsals to ensure that they are up-to-speed on bowings, phrasing and interpretation.  AAMSD recognizes that there may be conflicts, but also greatly appreciates every member doing their very best not to miss rehearsals or concerts to maintain the highest level of musicality.

The AAMSD Website has posted current SAT test dates. You MUST notify the AAMSD Conductors with your schedule conflict as early as possible. 


Communication With The AAMSD Office

It is the expressed responsibility of students and parents to consistently check the AAMSD Website for updates. It is also required that the students and parents read all Emails sent for important scheduling, performance and/or rehearsal information. Each parent or student is required to immediately notify the AAMSD Office of any changes in your contact information such as address, telephone numbers and Email addresses. This point of contact information changes must be emailed to Marygerard@mac.com or Michael Herrnstein at bengalfan68@yahoo.com .


Tardiness

Rehearsals will begin promptly. All musicians are expected to be ready to play upon the downbeat. In keeping with our philosophy of professional responsibility, TARDINESS at Rehearsal will NOT be tolerated and is deemed irresponsible and disrespectful to the team of musicians assembled. Our orchestra cannot attain a high level of music making when everyone is not present, nor on time. Please plan to arrive 10 minutes early to organize your music, stand, chair and warm up. Class will begin promptly at 10:30 pm.


Rehearsals

All Rehearsals are on Saturdays for the 2018 – 2019 Fall Season is from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm.  Again, any change in Rehearsal Hours will be announced via Email and on the AAMSD Website. 


Rules While at Rehearsals

· Please … NO electronic devices are allowed. Cell phones must be turned off. iPods, iPads or Tablets, and Laptops should be left at home.
· During Rehearsals it is required that you have a pencil on your stand at all times.
· Please pick up after yourself and keep the auditorium and rehearsal rooms tidy and clean by returning stands and chairs to their storage area. 
· The Break is the proper time to use the Restroom. It is inappropriate to leave the rehearsal unless it is an emergency. 
· Parents an family members are welcome to observe, take photos or videos during Rehearsals. 


Concert Dress Code

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dress code for performances is Concert Black for Ladies and Gentleman, unless otherwise specified. Please NO short skirts allowed. 
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